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According to information posted on the Friends of the Detroit River web site, the waterkeeper concept dates back to 1966 when a group of fisherman organized to fight the effects of pollution in the Hudson River (http://www.detroitriver.org/Riverkeeper_Page.htm). Calling themselves the Hudson River Fisherman’s Association, this group of commercial and recreational fisherman agreed to fight the causes of pollution through several means. As summarized by the Friends of the River, the goal of the Association was:
. . . to use any legal means necessary to bring to the attention of the public those entities that were contributing to the pollution of the Hudson River. They constructed a boat to patrol the river, to uncover problems and established a program to deal with water pollution issues. It was the idea of Robert Boyle, a prominent outdoor writer and President of the Fisherman’s Association, to establish a Riverkeeper on the Hudson, to work in the public interest as someone who would be the “eye’s and ears” for the public, on the river. They modeled this program after the Riverkeepers of the British Isles, who looked after private trout and salmon streams, usually for estates, manors, and private clubs. 

By 1983, the Riverkeeper concept had spread to surrounding bodies of water and across North America with a number of established Riverkeeper programs. In 1984, Robert Kennedy Jr. was retained to act as chief legal council for the organization and while working with Jon Cronin, the Hudson Rivers first Riverkeeper, won a number of battles against major polluters along the shores of the Hudson. 

In 1992, the existing Waterkeepers founded the National Alliance of Rivers, Sound and Bay Keepers, which was renamed the Waterkeeper Alliance in 1999. The alliance is based out of White Plains, New York and oversees the development of new Waterkeeper associations and works on national issues that individual Waterkeeper programs hold in common. There are currently nearly 120 Waterkeeper associations internationally, with in excess of 100,000 memberships. 

The Waterkeeper Alliance

The Waterkeeper Alliance is described as a grassroots organization with 157 local program affiliates. According to their web site, each Waterkeeper program is based on the needs of the water body and community it represents (http://www.waterkeeper.org/mainaboutus.aspx). In each case, there is someone employed full-time to serve as the Waterkeeper and the public advocate for the specified body of water. The Waterkeeper Alliance states that:

Waterkeepers are part investigator, scientist, lawyer, lobbyist and public relations agent. In addition, they are recognized by the community, local government, and media as the voice for that particular body of water.
The term, Waterkeeper, is protected under federal trademark law. Therefore, programs that wish to use one of the Waterkeeper names (Riverkeeper, Lakekeeper, Baykeeper, Coastkeeper) must submit a formal proposal to the Waterkeeper Alliance. Applicants are required to obtain a trademark license and meet performance standards to ensure the Waterkeeper family of names is used in a way consistent with the mission of the Waterkeeper Alliance.

Before applying, Waterkeeper programs must also demonstrate the backing of an organization. Whether the Waterkeeper program is started under the umbrella of an existing organization or a new organization is formed, there must be a non-profit 501 (c)(3) or (4) entity sponsoring the Waterkeeper program. For instance, the Detroit Riverkeeper program is backed by the Friends of the Detroit River; the Grand Traverse Baykeepers Program is backed by the Watershed Center of Grand Traverse Bay; and the Tip of the Mitt Waterkeeper program is backed by the Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council.

Michigan Waterkeeper Programs 

Currently, there are five Waterkeeper programs locate in our state. They are found all over lower Michigan, including:

· Detroit Riverkeeper
· Grand Traverse Baykeeper

· Muskegon Riverkeeper

· St. Clair Channelkeeper

· Tip of the Mitt Waterkeeper

Waterkeeper Program Commonalities

The following is a brief listing of the program elements that are shared by all the Waterkeeper program. 

· Waterkeeper programs act as the eyes and ears of the water body. Waterkeepers go out in person to observe and monitor the water. They examine water quality, collect data, run tests, and check on complaints. 

· Waterkeeper programs advocate for compliance with environmental laws and initiate legal action when they believe it necessary.
· Many Waterkeeper programs provide education programs on current environmental issues and concerns and help citizens see a larger ecosystem perspective. 
· Waterkeeper programs organize and mobilize community volunteers to participate in monitoring and education programs.
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