Bear Lake Area Joint Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

August 22, 2007
Called to order by President Ware at 6:56 PM.

In attendance: Bernie Ware, Dave McNeilly, Dane Krueger, Allan Swanson, Tom Amor, Jim Reed.
Absent:  George Schafer, Bob Howe, Marilyn McCarthy.

Guests:  Harry Burkholder (LIAA), John Leckrone, Rick Farfsing (recorder).

Moved by McNeilly; Support Swanson to approve minutes from the July 25 meeting.  Passed unanimously.
Moved Reed; Support Amor to approve agenda as amended (inclusion of 6-D – Wednesday meetings, added by Krueger).  Passed unanimously.
Public comments – Leckrone spoke to the following issues:

· “Ridge line restrictions” would hurt development in the future.  
· He is planning to develop his property on Potter Rd. at some time in the future and wants to still be able to put in homes, businesses, and the like on his 56 acre parcel.  

· He likes the idea of using US-31 for commercial development.  He was upset that in another community he was “iced out” after investing much money, without an opportunity to recoup his investment.  Amor pointed out that currently the Commission was not writing zoning; Bear Lake Township is the governing municipality.
Draft goals, objectives, and strategies were reviewed with the following agreements:

· Pg 50 – OK as presented.

· Pg 51 – OK as presented.  Some discussion/clarification ensued.  “Scenic views along rural roadways” proved troublesome.  In general, private property rights were again emphasized.  Ultimately, “Scenic views along” was struck.
· Pg 52 – OK as presented.
· Pg 53 – OK as presented.

· Pg 54 – OK after deletion of Goal A, Objective 3 “that connect to the land conservancy and”.
· Pg 55 – OK after deletion of Goal B “such as a museum”.

· Pg 56 – OK after deletion of entire Goal B, Objective 5 “Undeveloped ridge-lines”; deletion of Goal A, Objective 1 “Additional”; moving Goal A, Objective 3 and Goal C, Objective 2 to first goals; and changing Goal C, Objective 1 to “Prevent pollution.”

· Pg 57 (Chapter Nine - Strategies) – General Land Use and Development.  OK with following exceptions: 
· Goal A, Strategy 3: rewrite strategy to eliminate redundancies expressed in parentheses.

· Goal A, Strategy 2: change “Develop” to “Consider”.
· Goal A, Strategy 6: delete “Michigan” and add “e.g.” to (PA 116).
· Goal A, Strategy 7: change “agri-culture” to “agri-tourism”.

· Goal B, Strategy 3: delete “Annually”.

· Pg 58 – Downtown and Economic Development.  OK with following exceptions:
· Goal B, Strategy 1: spell out BLPAUA

· Goal C, Strategy 2: “When constructing new civic buildings AND THEY ARE placed downtown…”
· Goal C, Strategy 11: “Establish a farmer’s market in OR NEAR…” 

· Pg 60 – Housing and Neighborhoods.  OK with following exceptions:
· Goal A, Strategy 3-b: delete entirely.
· Pg 60 – Recreation and Tourism.  OK as presented.

· Pg 61 – Public Facilities.  OK with following exceptions:

· Goal 2: delete “…such as a museum”.

· Pg 62 – Natural Resources and the Environment.  OK with following exceptions:

· Goal 2, Strategy 3: “Study options for …ridgeline development.”
· Goal 2, Strategies 2 & 5: combine.

Comments from public meeting were reviewed.

Land use map was reviewed.  Agreement was to address map at the next meeting scheduled for Wednesday, September 26.
Even though the Commission had not completed its agenda, due to the time, the meeting was adjourned at 9:40.
