Bear Lake Area Joint Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

July 25, 2007
Called to order by President Ware at 6:38 PM.

In attendance: Bernie Ware, Dave McNeilly, Bob Howe, Marilyn McCarthy, Tom Amor, Allan Swanson, Jim Reed (arrived 6:50).  
Absent:  George Schafer, Dane Krueger.

Guests: Joe VanderMeulen (LIAA), Harry Burkholder (LIAA), Tim Richard, Jim Eaton, Shirley Eaton, Gregg Brown, Vince Hancock, Jeanne Crampton, Gayle Crampton, Rick Farfsing (recorder).

Moved: McNeilly; Support Swanson, that the minutes from the June 27, 2007, meeting be approved.  Passed unanimously.

Moved: Amor; Support Howe, that the agenda be approved as presented.  Passed unanimously.

Public comments – Gayle Crampton, a member of the Manistee County Planning Commission which is an advisory group chartered to develop a Master Plan for the entire county for the future, gave a status report.
She commented that the County Plan was ready for its first public review but no goals were included.  She, therefore, requested that individual municipalities submit goals and action plans to the County Planning Commission.  She also requested the group critique the document.  Finally she asked the Bear Lake Commission to reflect on the need for a County Planning Commission in general.  

Burkholder commented that the Bear Lake Plan is currently in line with the County Plan.  Amor reacted saying he felt the entire planning process should be “bottom up” rather than “top down”:  the local municipalities know their needs better than does the County or the State, and the County Plan should rather reflect the needs and concerns of the municipalities and not than vice versa.  McNeilly concurred.  Other discussion ensued.
Brown noted that the County Planning Commission has not yet asked for input from any of the municipalities and that this seemingly contradicts the normal planning process.

VanderMeulen suggested that perhaps the County could benefit from seeing what our Plan offers.
Draft plan discussions – 
· August 8 was established as a deadline for revisions to be received by LIAA.  A lack of comments will be construed as acceptance of document as currently written.
· Much discussion ensued regarding the verbiage of goals, objectives, and strategies: particularly as it pertains to “large parcels”.  Consensus ultimately was to delete the phrase, “Large parcels in townships”.
· Land use categories were discussed.  A new category was suggested by VanderMeulen called Low Density Rural Residential- Agriculture/Open Space/Highway Commercial.  This led to additional discussion redraw the highway cluster commercial (HCC) areas to avoid traditional strip zoning.  Besides being a safety concern on the US 31 corridor, keeping commerce in or close to town was an important goal voiced by the community.
Public hearing was scheduled for August 20 and the agenda was discussed.  Next regular work session is August 22.  

Moved McNeilly; Support Howe to hold special meeting on August 8, 6:30, Pleasanton Township Hall to prepare for Public Hearing and to review “high value properties” that should be “treated with care” due to wetlands, wildlife habitat, extreme slope, and the like. Some discussion ensued.
No new business
Public comment – Hancock announced the introduction of a new bi-weekly publication designed as a source of information for the Bear Lake community.  It will initially be on-line with a few hard copies available.  The name is Three Pines Gander.

Pleasanton Township Supervisor Fred Alkire reported that USDA is looking for projects.  This may result in the potential for additional funding becoming available for the sewer project.  He expressed concern that if the project is not accomplished this time, it may be mandated and there will likely be no grants available.  Other sources of funding were discussed to drive the cost down significantly and it was noted that a major concern residents have had was the uncertainty of cost and the threat of unaffordable high costs.
Adjourned 9:54 pm.
