Bear Lake Area Joint Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

April 25, 2007
Called to order by President Ware at 6:37 PM.

In attendance: Bernie Ware, Dave McNeilly, Dane Krueger, Bob Howe, Tom Amor, Allan Swanson, George Schafer.  Absent: Marilyn McCarthy, Jim Reed.
Guests: Joe VanderMeulen and Harry Burkholder (LIAA), John Sievert, Tim Richard, Gregg Brown, Rick Farfsing (recorder).
Moved: Schafer; Support Amor, that the minutes from the March 28, 2007, meeting be approved.  Passed unanimously.

Moved: Krueger; Support Howe, that the agenda be approved as amended.  Passed unanimously.

No public comments.
Grantors may be contacting members of the group regarding LIAA and Partners for Change Initiatives and how our particular initiative is going.
Discussion of recent public meeting ensued.  Commissioners noted that many of the participants of the April 18 meeting were not in attendance at the pervious public meeting and that the overall reaction of the public was one of agreement with what had been presented at the previous public meeting.
Future meetings were discussed.  Training will be Thursday, May 17,and the meeting with the municipalities (and their respective planning commissions) will be Monday May 14.  Proposed agenda for the May 14 meeting was shared.  Consensus was that the agenda Burkholder offered would work.  It was stressed that there will be no deliberations at this meeting: it is to be informational only.  
Checks for $30 to cover the training, pizza, and soft drinks on May 17 are due in advance to LIAA who is acting as fiduciary agent.  Pre-registration and money are required.  May 7 is currently target date.  Apple Hill Creations in downtown Bear Lake (across from Richmond Drug) will serve as a drop site for registrations and checks.
Preliminary community survey results.  To date 247 of the 1852 surveys mailed out have been returned equaling a 14% return rate.  VanderMeulen hopes for a 30% return rate.  Initial responses show a strong correlation between comments from the two public meetings, crossed-referenced survey question, and the direction the Commission has been going.
Review of public meeting data showed all the preliminary planning goals and objectives the Commission has been discussing were positively received by the public.  However, clarification of many words and concepts is needed.  Much discussion ensued regarding some of these clarifications.
“Homework” for the Commission is to extensively review the all the data and begin to form conclusions in preparation of working on strategies needed to implement goals and objectives.

VanderMeulen reviewed LIAA budget, showing funds remaining to be $2120.64 with anticipated expenses of $6668.00.  Vision Bear Lake volunteered to contribute the balance of the grant towards the anticipated deficit.  Commissioners discussed options and will approach their own municipality leaders.
Krueger mentioned that golf leagues are Wednesday evenings, presenting a hardship to some members.
Moved Krueger; Support Howe, that the meeting be adjourned at 8:57.  Passed.
