Bear Lake Area Joint Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

June 27, 2007
Called to order by President Ware at 6:36 PM.

In attendance: Bernie Ware, Dave McNeilly, Bob Howe, Marilyn McCarthy, Tom Amor, Allan Swanson.  Absent: George Schafer, Dane Krueger, Jim Reed.

Guests: Harry Burkholder (LIAA), Gregg Brown, Rick Farfsing (recorder).

Moved: McCarthy; Support Howe, that the minutes from the May 30, 2007, meeting be approved.  Passed unanimously.

Moved: McNeilly; Support Swanson, that the agenda be approved as amended.  Passed unanimously.

Public comments: Farfsing shared the Small Town Design Initiative ideas with the group.  Copies are available.  He also discussed the grant VBL is pursuing and asked for support from the Commission.  The grant will convert the open space between Sunshine Café and Richmond Drug into a community park with tables, an information kiosk, and so on.  It will additionally serve as a hub in a projected non-motorized trail ultimately connecting all ends of Bear Lake.

Burkholder reviewed a projected timeline, aiming for a final public hearing in mid August, with final approval coming at the regular August meeting.
Burkholder distributed a draft plan (language only – no maps, no editing, no table of contents, no appendices, etc.).  He stressed it is draft! Commissioners are requested to review and critique the plan - including goals, objectives, and strategies - thoroughly before the next meeting.  Lacking are a list of drains in the three municipalities and a description of local governments.  
After that preface, the draft plan was reviewed.  Much discussion ensued regarding the language of goals as it pertained to large parcels of property, with the primary question being, “Are verbs appropriate with goal statements?”  

Burkholder passed out “Suggestions for Future Land Use Category” sheet to help define land uses for mapping purposes.  The Commission then reviewed land use maps, using the suggested definitions, with the existing land uses as defined by the two townships to assure accuracy and to project future land use.
Consensus was to continue immediately into developing a zoning ordinance upon completion of the Master Plan.

Moved McNeilly; Support Amor, to write a letter of support for VBL’s grant request for the proposed park downtown.  Passed unanimously.

McNeilly expressed concern regarding the sewer.  With indications being that DEQ may force a sewer on the community he feels it advisable to encourage moving forward.  Discussion continued regarding perceived public relations gaffs all along the way and what, if anything could be done to rectify them.
Swanson indicated the Conversancy is beginning a series of public meetings to determine future uses of their properties.
Moved McCarthy; Support Howe, to adjourn at 9:19 p.m.
