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GAP gets market analysis grant

By Patricia Ecker
Seaff Writer

WEST BRANCH — A West
Branch-bascd orgacization
recently reccived some funding
w0 do u study on a local business
district

The Growth Assessment
Planpers have jeceived 2 gramt
from the Swie of Michigan w
conduct & market analysis of the
region in Ogemaw County
known as the “Loop.”

The three municipalities of
GAP -- ihe city of West Branch,

Ogemaw Township and West
Braochk Township — were pre-
scated a Community Devel-
opinent Block Grant, which is a
maiching grant lor 514500, to0

conduct a merket study that may
develop ways to prbmnto the.
downtown market. i

The Land Information Access
Association, a non-profit organi-
zation based in Traversé City, is
doing »ll ‘the planning for the
project, which mcludes the area
between 1-75'¢xits 212 and 215

“The market study 1s part of a
larger project known as. the
Comidor  Plan,” said Harry
Burkholder of LIAA. “This grant
is- 10 do & component of the
(Comdor) Plan project that start-
ed last fall.”

According o Burkholder, the
plan has three main components:
to preserve the Victonan land-
scupe, to control pollution, and to
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attract businesses and visitors to
the downtown arca.

" “The city was the applicant,”
said Bill Gascoigpe, city manag-
er of the city of West Branch.
“The city of West Branch (and)
Ogemaw - and. West  Branch
Townships will have to match the
$14,500 between the Uwee cati-
es.,

“The market study is a tool
that we will be able 10 use to ver-
ify pownu-l humcu opportum-
ties in the area.”

The market study will be con-
ducted by Anderson Economic
Group of Eust Lansing, accord-
ing to Gascoigne.

AEG's market study objec-
tives, dated Nov. 2, 2005, o

LIAA say that AEG's project
goals include increasing and
retaiming jobs in the West Branch
community, expanding the arca’s
tourism sector, and o incroase
visits 1o busincsses along the
catire loop.

“We will strive for an optimal
stratcgy that draws visitors off |-
75 at two exits along thc cotire
loop road and mio the down-
town." said Sharon M. Vokes for
AEG in & letter 1o Burkiolder.

“The 1-75 Business Loop
Market Study and Plan will
address the entire 5.2-mile length
of the business loop, with partic-
ular emphasis on the downtown
and other arcas not considered us
pat of the exits.”
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