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have succeeded in creating
a single planning commis-
sion involving’ more than
one local unit of govern-
ment. Dayton Township
Planning Commission
~ Chairman Chuck Witteveen
‘said that many city and
township officials find it
almost impossible to coop-
erate with neighboring offi-
cials.

“They worry about losing
control,” Witteveen said.

. “In our commaunity and lots

of others, there’s a long his-
tory of distrust. Some town-
ship, officials ‘are still upset

" about things' that happened
=20 years-ago. But once you
get past : all those-old argu-
. ‘ments. and.- ‘misunderstand-

ings, you realize that we all
pretty much want the same
things. People living in the
. townships want the devel-
“: opmerit to go close: fo.zpu@

too. What it boils'‘down
working cooperat %1);

toward the same goals.”,
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d:p" current planning com-

mission members in each of -
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Commission.

If the agreement and the
master
plan is officially adopted by
the city and the three partic-
ipating townships, the new
planning commission
would work for all four
local units of government,
guiding development, man-
aging natural resources and
protecting natural features.

Dayton Township
Supervisor Shirley Hooker
said that this type of cooper-
ation will make everyone
stronger.

“Working together under
the new state-law, we'll all
have more' clout,”

of us working as a team, we

will ‘be’ able o' prevent

development in places it’s
not Wwanted and push it
toward places that it is.
Developers won't be able to

- play’ ene;’lata] government

off andtﬁet to'get what they
il be up toUis to
mfonn'“ﬁcveiopcrs of ‘what
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Township and Dayton
Township. This | group,
called 'the Fremont Area
Joint Planning Committee,
began working on the joint
planning project in August
of 2005 through 'a grant
from the Partnerships for
Change Program adminis-

tered by the Land
Information Access
Association.

Through the grant, pro-
fessionals with expertise in
the new Joint Municipal
Planning Act - (Michigan
Public Act 226 of 2003)
provided assistance to the

_ committee.

The proposed ~Joint

Planning _Agreement is
available on the City of

Fremont's  website ~ at
www.cityoffrémont.net or
on LIAA’s project website
at  www.partnershipsfor-
change.cc/fremont/.

The public is invited to
the. public forum on
Monday, June 12 at the
Fremont™ ‘Area  District
Library beginning at 7 p.m.
Questions regarding the
Joint planning efforts or the

upcommg meeting should
- ‘be directed to  Fremont
* ¢ Director of Neighborhood

was' de‘l*plbged as ail:oeper-

dnd Economic Develop-
ment Michele Ribant at
924-2101 or by e-mail at
mribant @cityoffremont.net.
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