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Traffic Calming Fact Sheet

Traffic Calming
Traffic Calming is the combination of mainly physical measures that reduce the negative effects of motor vehicle use, alter driver behavior and improve conditions for non-motorized street users.

Traffic Calming Goals

· Increase the quality of life;

· Incorporating the preferences and requirements of the people using the area (e.g., working, playing, residing) along the street(s), or at intersections;
· Create safe and attractive streets;
· Help to reduce the negative effects of motor vehicles on the environment;
· Promote pedestrian, cycle and transit use

Traffic Calming Objectives

· Achieve slow speeds for motor vehicles;
· Reduce collision frequency and severity;
· Increase the safety and the perception of safety for non-motorized users of the streets;
· Reduce the need for police enforcement;
· Enhance the street environment;
· Encourage water infiltration into the ground;
· Increase access for all modes of transportation;
· Reduce cut-through motor vehicle traffic
(Ian, Lockwood. Institute of Transportation Engineers Traffic Calming Definition. ITE Journal, July 1997)
Traffic Calming Measures

Chicane

A series of narrowing’s or curb extensions that alternate from one side of the street to the other forming S-shaped curves
Applications

· Appropriate for midblock locations only

· Most effective with equivalent volumes on both approaches

· Typically, is a series of at least three curb extensions

· Can use on street parking to create the chicane

Design/Installation Issues

· Unless well-designed, chicanes may still permit speeding drivers cutting straight paths across the center line

Potential Impacts

· No affect on access

· Street sweeping may need to be done manually

· Can impact parking and driveway access
· Provides opportunity for landscaping

· Should not affect emergency vehicles

Typical Cost: Between $5,000 and $15,000
Center Island Narrowing

Raised islands located along the centerline of a street that narrow the travel lanes at that location

Applications

· Are often nicely landscaped to provide visual amenity and identity

· Can help pedestrianize streets by providing a mid-point refuge for pedestrian crossings

· Works well in combination with crosswalks
Potential Impacts

· Reduces pedestrian crossing width

· Bicyclists prefer not to have the travel way narrowed into path of motor vehicles
· May reduce parking and driveway access

· May visually enhance the street through landscaping but also limit visibility of pedestrian crossings
· Preferred by emergency vehicles to most other traffic calming measures
Typical Cost: Between $5,000 and $15,000
Single-Lane Chocker

Curb extensions at midblock or intersection corners that narrow a street by extending the sidewalk or widening the planting strip of natural vegetation
Applications

· Local streets
· Can help pedestrianize streets by providing a mid-point refuge for pedestrian crossings

· Works well in combination with crosswalks
Design/Installation Issues

· Eliminates two lane traffic 

· Provides opportunity for landscaping 

· Will rely on regulatory signs and driver courtesy

Potential Impacts

· Reduced speed
· Accommodates emergency vehicles

· Reduced Traffic
· Reduces pedestrian crossing width and increases visibility of pedestrians
· Preferred by emergency vehicles to most other traffic calming measures

Typical Cost: Between $7,000 and $10,000
