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Mayville Area Joint Planning Commission

Comprehensive Plan 
Comprehensive Planning Guidelines 
After a careful review of the results from Project Good START and the first comprehensive planning meeting, many of the land use statements discussed correspond with the principles of Smart Growth. Smart Growth is a planning movement that recognizes the effects of current development patterns on the long-term interest of our communities. Smart Growth principles seek to restore communities and center cities. In general, Smart Growth also supports public transportation, pedestrian accessibility, a greater mix of housing, commercial and retail uses and open space preservation. The following ten principles of smart growth should therefore provide the basis for future land use considerations. 
The following ten principles were also used by the Michigan Land Use Leadership Council in their recommendations for future land use in Michigan.  

Smart Growth Tenets:
1. Create a range of housing opportunities

2. Create walkable neighborhoods

3. Encourage community and stakeholder collaboration

4. Foster distinctive, attractive communities with a strong sense of place

5. Make development decisions predictable, fair and cost effective

6. Mix land uses

7. Preserve open space, farmland, natural beauty and critical environmental areas

8. Provide a variety of transportation choices

9. Strengthen and direct development towards existing communities

10. Take advantage of compact development design

In addition, whenever possible, future land use considerations in the Mayville community should also correspond with the greater vision of Tuscola County. The following statements reflect the vision(s) of Tuscola County (Tuscola Master Plan). 

Planning & Zoning 

A Tuscola County that as a result of County initiatives for enhanced training and education, improved communication and sharing of data/information, by 2003 has up-to-date local Master Land Use Plans and Zoning Ordinances throughout the County, an elevated level of public understanding and support of both the land use decision-making process, as well as local Land Use Regulations.

Community Development 
A Tuscola County with a well directed and thriving industrial base that capitalized on local community development and training opportunities, prioritizes the linkage between existing agricultural production and economic expansion, is technologically current and supports a local labor market with diverse and well-paying jobs.

Agricultural 

A Tuscola County that has maintained its rich agricultural heritage, emerged as a leader among Michigan counties in efforts to retain its best farms and farmlands, enhanced ag-industry markets for both local and regional suppliers, balanced farm retention goals with the need to accommodate non-farm development and accomplished all of this widespread support from individuals and communities alike. 

Communities 

A Tuscola County where the small cities and villages each have their own character and identity and all are sharing a rebirth and expansion of commerce, retailing, entertainment opportunities and tourism, as well as grown or revitalization of their residential neighborhoods, through a focus on those quality of life issues that make these communities attractive - low crime, a slower pace of life, open spaces, and appropriate attention given to property maintenance or aesthetics issues.

Transportation 
A Tuscola County with an improved and integrated transportation system that includes a tip-quality roadway network, implementation of needed improvements and expansion to state trunklines and County primary roadways and county-wide recognition and support for an appropriate form of public transportation, an expanded airport and an active, vital rail system. 

Environment 

A Tuscola County that has implemented various initiatives intended to protect and promote local valuable and unique environmental resources, including protection of flood plain areas, improved soil erosion practices, guidelines for river and lake shoreline development, and protection of local groundwater supplies from contamination.

Recreation and Tourism
A Tuscola County that has improved recreation facilities for all its residents - young and old alike - and had developed a regional reputation for expanding its tourism sector through recognition and promotion of those special and unique natural and cultural resources existing within the County.

The Future 
A Tuscola County that has a direction and purpose for all its actions and does not become lost in the stresses and dynamics that future change will bring: that has a vision for its future and has become a better place for all its citizens, having recognized local needs and issues and prioritized and directed its energies and resources towards a better tomorrow. 
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