[image: image1.jpg]ARTNERSHIPS
( 'HANGE




Mayville Area Joint Planning Commission

May 22, 2007
Community Planning – Next Steps
Issues & Options

Planning and Zoning Administration Options
Given the impending adoption of the new Mayville Community Comprehensive Plan, we need to explore options for the long-term application, interpretation and administration of this very important public policy. Under state law, a plan is required to support the development and implementation of a zoning ordinance. Therefore, the new Comprehensive Plan should be used by the Village and Township to either: 1. support the existing zoning ordinances (which may require changes) or 2. support the development of a new zoning ordinance. 
Option One – Retain the Mayville Area Planning Commission for Planning Only

The Village Council and Township Board may choose to use the Mayville Area Planning Commission for advice only, helping to interpret the new Comprehensive Plan. That would mean that the separate Village and Township Planning Commissions would continue enforcing the zoning ordinances as they are or suggest amendments to better fit the new Comprehensive Plan. 

Option Two – Direct the Mayville Area Planning Commission to

Develop a Joint Zoning Ordinance
The Village Council and Township Board may direct the Mayville Area Planning Commission to develop a Joint Zoning Ordinance to cover both jurisdictions. Once developed, the new Ordinance could be considered for adoption by the Village and Township. The new Ordinance would be based on the new Comprehensive Plan, consistent with state statute. If adopted, the Joint Zoning Ordinance could be administered by the Mayville Area Planning Commission.
Option Three – Disband the Mayville Area Planning Commission

The Village Council and Township Board may choose to disband the Mayville Area Planning Commission after the adoption of the new Comprehensive Plan. At that point, the two jurisdictions would work separately with their independent planning commission to make any changes or improvements in their separate zoning ordinances.

Zoning Ordinance Drafting Options

Last month, the Mayville Area Planning Commission agreed that LIAA would work to develop a zoning plan for consideration of the Planning Commission. Based on those discussions, LIAA would then draft a new Joint Zoning Ordinance for consideration by a municipal attorney (e.g. John Bishop has offered this service). LIAA can apply the remaining $2,500 of the grant to this effort. However LIAA would need approximately $5,400 more to complete these tasks.  
In order to complete these tasks, the Mayville Area Planning Commission agreed to seek additional funding: $3,200 from the Village and $4,800 from the Township, for a total of $8,000. It is our understanding the Village has allocated $3,200. 
Decisions for Drafting a Zoning Ordinance 

Additionally, we need to explore options for drafting the new Joint Zoning Ordinance. 

Option One – Begin Drafting a New Joint Zoning Ordinance
The Mayville Area Planning Commission immediately begins to develop a new joint zoning ordinance for consideration by the Township Board and Village Council. The proposed ordinance MUST be adopted by both jurisdictions to become effective. (based on the Fremont Township Zoning Ordinance)

Option Two – Begin Drafting a New Village of Mayville Zoning Ordinance
The Mayville Area Planning Commission immediately begins to develop a new zoning ordinance to be adopted by the Village of Mayville (based on the Fremont Township Zoning Ordinance).

Option Three – Do Nothing at This Time
The Mayville Area Planning Commission may choose to take no action at this time, waiting until the Comprehensive Plan is formally adopted. After the plan’s adoption the Commission may choose either to develop a new joint zoning ordinance to be adopted by both jurisdictions or a new zoning ordinance to be adopted by the Village of Mayville only..

