
  

B.  Inventory of All Community Owned Parks and Recreation Facilities in the 
Township, Village, and Other Governmental Units 
 
The following table identifies the existing recreation facilities within the township. 
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TABLE 1 
PARKS, RECREATION FACILITIES AND PUBLIC OPEN SPACE 

SUTTONS BAY TOWNSHIP 

KEY 
(See 
Map) 

PARCEL NAME 
Accessibility Rank FACILITIES 

A
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LOCATION 

A. Graham Green 
Park   
2 

Rocky beach frontage on Grand Traverse 
Bay.  Swimming, picnicking, walking, grills, 
tables, toilets, wooded.  

15 X   M-22 
Section 2 

B. Vic Steimel Park  
3 
 

Rocky beach frontage on Grand Traverse 
Bay.  Swimming, picnicking, boat launching, 
grills, trash containers, rocky beach, 7 picnic 
tables 

1 X   Nanagosa Trail 
Section 23 

C. Lover’s Lane 
1 
 

66’ frontage on Suttons Bay.  Swimming and 
lake access, sandy beach.  No parking. 

.3 X   Lover’s Lane 
(west end) 
Section 23 

D. Ice Skating Park 
2 

Picnic tables, lighted ice skating, covered 
bench, small field for younger soccer groups, 
Farm Market summer and fall (shared 
operations with village). 

.5 X   St. Mary’s Ave., 
Section 28 
 

E. Water Wheel Park  
(township) 2 

Tennis court, basketball, shared operations 
with the village. 

.3 X   St. Mary’s Ave., 
Section 28 

F. Lake Leelanau 
Access (Old  
M-204 bridge 
abutment) 1 

Swimming and water access.  No facilities. .6 X   South arm of 
Lake Leelanau  
Section 25 

G. Leelanau Trail 
3 

15 Mile linear recreational trail, hiking, biking 
and cross-country skiing, approximately 3 
miles long in Suttons Bay Township.  The 
trail is paved south of the village to Revolt 
Road.  The trail is not paved from north of the 
Bay View Condos to Dumas Road  (TART 
Trails, Inc. – non-profit organization) 

   X M-22 & Cedar 
St., South to 
Township Line 
Sections 21 & 33 
North from M-204 
to Dumas Road 

H. Dean Robb Ball 
Diamond 
1 

Baseball diamond with backstop and fencing. 1.5   X M-204 & Horn 
Rd. 
Section 18 

I. Johnson 4-H 
Nature Preserve  1 

Hiking, picnicking, shelter structure,  
restroom, woodlands, wetlands and creek. 

60   X Stallman Road 
Section 10 

J. Leelanau 
Conservancy 
Parcel  1 

Only public use is a guided tour through the 
Leelanau County Nature Conservancy. 

70 X   Roubal Road, 
Section 3 

K. 45th Parallel Park 
1 

Plans to create walking & x-c skiing trails, 
picnic & scenic overlooks and shoreline 
access to Grand Traverse Bay. 

43    M-22, Section 16 



  

The following table identifies the existing recreation facilities within the village. 
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TABLE 2  
PARKS, RECREATION FACILITIES AND PUBLIC OPEN SPACE 

VILLAGE OF SUTTONS BAY 

KEY 
(See 
Map) 

PARCEL NAME 
Accessibility Rank FACILITIES 

A
C

R
E

S 

P
U

B
LI

C
 

S
C
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O
L 

P
R

IV
A
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LOCATION 

K. Water Wheel 
Park  (village) 
2 

Picnic tables, portable toilets, 
open field, bike rack, water 
wheel on creek.  Shared 
operations with the township. 

.3 X   St. Mary’s Ave. 
Section 28 
 

L. Sutton Park 
(South Shore 
Park) 2 

Swimming, picnicking, 
bathroom, picnic shelter, 
playground, 300 ft. shoreline. 

 X   South Shore Drive 
Section 28 

M. Bahle Park 
1 

Sledding hill, nature trails, 
cross country skiing, warming 
and meeting house. 

30 X   West Street 
Section 29 

N. North Park 
3   

1,500 feet of frontage, boat 
launch, covered pavilion, & 
boat parking 

4.5 X   East of the intersection 
of 
M-204 & M-22, Sec.28 

O.  Village Marina 
Park Complex 
2 

Swimming, bathhouse, 
boating, walking paths and 
boardwalks, boat launch 
docks (130), fishing, 
playground, 3,000 ft. water 
frontage. 

10 X   End of Adams Street, 
Section 28 

P. Fairgrounds 
Recreation Area 
1 

Lighted and fenced fields, 
restrooms, bleachers, 
concession building, natural 
wooded area, parking. 

4 X   M-22 north of  
M-204, Section 21 

Q. Suttons Bay 
Schools 
3 

1 Football field 
1 Track 
2 Soccer fields 
1 Baseball field 
3 Softball fields 
1 Auditorium 
3 Indoor gyms 
1 Playground equipment 
1 Fitness Center 

70  X  Herman Road and 
Center Highway 
Section 28 

R. Suttons Bay 
Friendship Center  
1 

Meeting Room, youth drop-in , 
computer lab, pottery area, 
office. 

--   X St. Mary’s Ave., 
Section 28 

S. Port Sutton 
3 

Private condominium with 
tennis courts, swimming 
beach and pool, clubhouse, 
40 private boat slips 

4   X M-22 north of  
M-204 
Section 21 

T. Village Coal Dock 
3 

Fishing pier, boating, 
boardwalks, walking path, 
docking facilities for Inland 
Seas Program. 

2 X   Section 28 

U Bay View  
3 

Private condominium with 
tennis court, indoor pool & 
clubhouse, 40 public, 40 
private boat slips, fishing pier. 

2   X M-22 north of  
M-204 
Section 21  



  

The following table represents existing recreation facilities by other Governmental Units 
within Suttons Bay Township. 

 
C.  Recreation Opportunities 

 
Many opportunities exist for individual recreation, versus team sports.  The township 
has many access points to the water for summer swimming and boating.  Most roads in 
the township are little traveled by cars and trucks, allowing excellent bicycling, walking, 
and running.  The Leelanau Trail offers year round recreation, allowing safe walking, 
hiking, bicycling, cross-country skiing, etc.  Winter sports opportunities include ice 
skating and sledding at village facilities; groomed cross-country skiing on the Leelanau 
Trail; and informal snowshoeing.  The following summarizes individual opportunities 
within the township.   
 
Baseball/Softball:  The Suttons Bay Youth League provides both baseball and softball 
opportunities for Suttons Bay youth each summer.  In addition, a local T-Ball League is 
offered each summer. In the past year, 150 players participated out of Suttons Bay, 
while the county youth numbers neared 500. 

 
Bicycle (Road & Mountain):  The township roads, except for M-22 and M-204 are little 
traveled providing ideal bicycle riding.  M-204 has a three foot paved shoulder on both 
sides of the road.  M-22 has six foot shoulder south of Suttons Bay Village and three 
foot shoulder north of M-204.  The shoulders north of M-204 are bikeable, but need 
repair.  The Leelanau Trail is paved for 2.5 miles to the township limit and then is hard 
pack for about four miles until you hit the paved portion near Traverse City.  The 
unpaved portion offers easy mountain biking terrain. 
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TABLE 3 
PARKS, RECREATION FACILITIES AND PUBLIC OPEN SPACE 
OTHER GOVERNMENTAL UNITS IN SUTTONS BAY TOWNSHIP 

 

KEY 
(See 
Map) 

 
PARCEL  
Accessibility 
Rank 

FACILITIES 

A
C
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LOCATION 

U. 45th Parallel 
Park M-22  
MDOT  
1  
 

Water access, swimming, 
picnicking.  A picnic table along 
the road by the waters of Grand 
Traverse Bay. 

1.5 X   M-22, Section 16 

V. Strong Heart 
Recreation 
Center 
G.T. Band 
3 
 

Baseball/Soccer field, 
basketball courts, skatepark, 
playgrounds, bathrooms, horse 
shoes, Pow Wow Grounds, 
picnic tables, grills, sand 
volleyball courts.  Indoor 
facilities:  locker rooms, 
rubberized track, weight room, 
aerobics/dance studio, and 
cardiovascular area. 

40   X Stallman Road 
Peshawbestown 
Section 10 


