I-75 Business Loop Recommendations

Goal 1: Preserve, Enhance, and Promote the I-75 Business Loop Victorian Landscape

Recommendation A: Pursue National and State Recognition for the downtown historic features

Strategy 1: Perform a Historic Features survey

Strategy 2: Become Certified Local Governments
Strategy 3: Seek National Register status on significant properties
Strategy 4: Promote stronger participation in the Michigan Historical Markers program
Recommendation B: Continue to develop a business community that supports the Victorian theme

Strategy 1: Create an educational outreach program 

Strategy 2: Create incentive programs

Recommendation C: Encourage new development to uphold a Victorian “feel”

Strategy 1: Develop a set of design guidelines

Strategy 2: Adopt a form based zoning overlay along the Loop

Recommendation D: Include traditional downtown and beautification features along the entire Loop to help promote a unified Victorian identity

Strategy 1: Install sidewalks along the entire corridor

Strategy 2: Continue thematic lampposts along the entire corridor

Strategy 3: Implement a “bus-trolley” service

Strategy 4: Install gazebos for pedestrian resting points or trolley stops

Strategy 5: Install flower beds along the corridor
Recommendation E: Market the area’s Victorian identity

Strategy: Install gateway and way-finding signs

Goal 2: Control non-point source pollution along the I-75 Business Loop

Recommendation A: Develop policies and programs to improve storm water management

Strategy 1: Draft and Implement a Storm Water Ordinance in the City of West Branch, West Branch Township, Ogemaw Township *
Strategy 2: Designate a storm water agent/permits officer to oversee the area’s storm water system, perhaps through the development of an area wide Storm Water Authority *
Strategy 3: Implement a municipal storm water maintenance program (street sweeping, catch basin, sump cleaning, etc.)*
Strategy 4: Change municipal codes to reduce parking lot requirements, stall dimensions, and promote shared parking lots
Strategy 5: Implement a public education program*
Recommendation B: Apply techniques for storm water treatment on publicly owned lands.  

Strategy 1:  Install rain gardens along the Business Loop*
Strategy 2: Install mechanical removal devices, such as hydrodynamic separators, on drain systems to help remove sediments and pollution *
Strategy 4: Use porous pavement on low-volume public parking lots
Recommendation C: Work with developers and existing businesses to improve storm water management

Strategy 1: Develop an education program on storm water standards in the community
Strategy 2:  Develop and implement an incentive program
